
Are you seeking a big, 
beamy offshore spec�d 
craft able to carry at least 
a dozen souls through 
virtually any weather? The 
Ribcraft 9m is �just the job�. 
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So often we test RIBs just off the 
production line with no real idea 
as to what sort of person is going 

to end up the proud owner, so it made a 
great change to test a new boat that had 
already had a couple of months use and 
that had been bought speci�cally to earn 
a living. 
	 When Mike Nicholas decided that 
his days of running North Sea oilrig safety 
boats were coming to an end, of course 
he didn�t want a �proper job� and wanted 
to use his many years of RIB driving 
experience to earn a crust. The coast 
around the Bristol Channel is very pretty 
and there are huge numbers of tourists 
now visiting the newly regenerated 
Cardiff Bay so it didn�t take a genius to 
work out where he was going to settle 
or to guess what he was going to do. 
The rules and regs for taking paying 
passengers out for sightseeing trips by 
boat are onerous but this didn�t put him 
off, so four years ago he took the plunge 
with his �rst 9m Ribcraft and hasn�t 
looked back since. His business, Bay 

LIKES 
 Substantial build
 Astonishing agility
 Heavy Fendering

 I guess I’m just not a  
 ‘banana boat’ man!

DISLIKES 

Island Voyages, has expanded steadily 
and now that son Richard has joined the 
�rm, they needed another boat. 

First Impressions
I guess there�s no better advert than a 
returning customer and earlier this year, 
Mike and Richard returned to Ribcraft 
for a second 9m RIB. They learned one 
or two things from the �rst boat but 
there were in fact very few changes 
made to the second, which I guess says 
loads about the product. The maximum 
number of passengers they can carry 
is twelve (with two extra crew) and a 
slight modi�cation to seat spacing has 
made it easier (and quicker) for loading 
and disembarking - important when time 
costs money. The helm position at the 
stern has been raised a little, but apart 
from that it�s much the same boat. 
	 My instinctive reaction to the two 
225hp two-strokes was the huge cost 
of running them, but as the boat is used 
only for bona �de commercial work, the 
duty paid on commercially used marine 
petrol is a fraction of that which we pay 
on car fuel and hence running costs are 
not signi�cantly different to running a 
diesel. 
    

Layout
At almost 30 feet in length, this is a huge 
RIB and heavily constructed too! With an 
unladen weight of almost two and a half 
tons, you�d think it would behave like a 

RIBCRAFT 9m SPECIFICATION
 TECHNICAL DATA

Length overall:	 29� 6�	 9.00 m
External Beam:	 9� 10�	 3.00 m
Draught:	 1� 8�	 0.50 m
Weight:	 5,292 lb	 2,400 kg
Carrying capacity:	 15 people / 2,800 kg
Fuel Tanks (2 x 136 litres):	 60 gallons	 272 litres
Sponson material:	 Hypalon
Chambers:	 7
Transom deadrise:	 22°
CE Category:	 �B�  
MCA Commercial Category: 	 �4�
Minimum recommended power: 	 250 hp
Maximum approved power: 	 500 hp

IMPERIAL METRIC

 FEATURES
Single seat jockey console with access 
hatch
Stainless steel backrest complete with 
padded bolster and rear grab rail
Hinged upholstered seat with securing 
latch
Heavy duty No Feed Back cable 
steering with soft grip steering wheel
�D� section rubbing strake
External lifelines, looped with tube 
patches
Anchor locker, hatch & stainless deck 
cleat

Stainless steel transom mounted 
towing eyes
Aft deck collection sump with drain 
bung
Rule computerised bilge pump
4� deck drainer, Elephant trunk style
Under deck trunking system for all 
cables
Anti slip deck �nish
Stainless steel bow winch eye
Foot pump and repair kit
Colour choice of hull and tube

 PRICES (incl VAT)
Price (as tested)	 £54,050 incl. VAT	 With twin Mercury 225hp outboards
Price (from)	 £48,468 incl. VAT	 With 12 passenger seats and 2 x 	
			   Suzuki 200hp 4-strokes

 OPTIONS (as �tted)
12 passenger jockey seats
Raised helm position
JRC 500F Plotter

Icom M421 VHF radio
Ritchie steering compass
Liferaft




